HOLY CROSS

MAY 17, 2009

FAIRVIEW, PA

MEETINGS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK

Mon 05/18 7:00 PM Pastoral Governance i P

Tue 05/19 7:00 AM Finance Meeting 1 P
7:00 PM New Parishioners - P

Wed 5/20 9:00 AM Staff Meeting - P

Thu 05/21 8:00 AM Mass i Ascensioni C
7:00 PM Massi Ascension-WS

EMERGENCY FOOD NEEDS:

s Pasta, spaghetti sauce, macaroni &
cheese, soup, peanut butter, jelly,
saltine crackers, toilet paper, tuna fish.
If you can spare any of these items, the
Emergency Food Pantry can put them
to good use.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
This Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, a
Holyday of Obligation. Liturgies will be celebrated at
8:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

FINDING GOD WHEN YOU HAVE LOST YOUR JOB

On Friday, May 29th, Holy Cross Church is hosting an
ecumenical morning of prayer and reflection for those who
have experienced the | oss
bulletin will provide additional information. If you know of
anyone who has lost their job or is concerned about losing
their job, please extend an invitation for them to join us for
the morning lead by Deacon Bill Saborsky, Human
Resources Consultant for the Diocese of Erie. There is no
cost for this event, but reservations are required. Please
call Holy Cross Church (474-2605) by Monday, May 25th.

30 HOUR FAMINE Thanks to our Youth who were willing
to starve for food and help save lives. With their effort and
the generosity of our local and faith community, the Youth
raised $2,728.30 (slightly
total) to send to World Vision to help fight hunger.

Let us love one another

because love is of

ryone who loves .
begotten of GOD and knows GOD

ever is without love does not
:  know GOD, for ‘

GOD IS LO

SOUNDS OF SPRING CONCERT. Enjoy the sounds

of spring at the Wayside pr )
Eoy, P
4?%%?

Presbyterian Church on 1208 Asbury ‘Zﬁ%__r-;g
Road, Sunday, May 17 at 3:00PM MV“"*
performed by the Symphonic Singers #§ a
of Erie.

FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY CHORUS

Join the Fairview Methodist Church in singing at the
Memorial Day Service at the Fairview Cemetery on
Monday, May 25th. There is only one rehearsal-
Wednesday, May 20th at 8:00PM at the church. For
more information, please call Nancy Cederlof at
474-3450.

NOVA, a one-day marriage preparation program for
couples free to remarry in the Catholic Church, is
scheduled for June 6th. Topics covered include
expectations of remarriage, blending of families, legal
issues, etc. Call the Family Life Office at 814-824-
1261 for information.

REMINDER. Please bring all posters/flyers to the
Parish office. The staff will then post them on the
bulletin board at the appropriate time. Your

0 \ cooperation is greatly appreciated.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR SUNDAY,MAY 24, 2009

5:30 PM
PRESIDER: Fr. Scott Detisch
LECTOR: Shirely Loeslein and Dee Filipowski
CO-ORD: Jennie and John Agnello

EUCH. MINISTERS Ed and Kathy Malinowski, Marie
Scicchitano, Judy Gido and Ralph

Niebauer, Mary Agnello and Barb Walk

8:00 AM

Fr. Scott Detisch
John Folga and TBD
Gretchen Prozan

Rick and Linda Graziani, Joan and Ron
Kramzer, Denise Krainski, Jan Kindling,
Dianne Miller and Rosanne Tupek

10:00 AM

Fr. Scott Detisch

David Waples and Adam Walker
Martha Wetick and Suzanne Sitzler

Berit Benacci, Fred & Susan Schimp,
Tom George, Marilyn Kraus, Linda
Lloyd, Meghan Mehler, Harold
Simmons, Barb Waples and Carole

Wingerter
SERVERS: Beth Ann Faccine, Bridgett Palo and Shelby Folga, Jeremy Schroeck and Michael Sitzler, Madeline Mehler and
Lauren Petrella Grant Stolz Lainey Wyman
MUSIC: Cantor Cantor Cantor

MINISTERS OF CARE:

Denise Krainski, Fred Schimp, Larry and

Joan Smith

NURSERY:

Nursery is available at the 10:00 a.m. Mass only

gar



SIXTH SUDAY OF EASTER

MAY 17, 2009

%MOSS Intentions

Monday
8:00 AM May 18, 2009
George and Anna Hoffman
Req. by Family
Tuesday May 19, 2009
8:00 AM John Mallin
Req. by Judy and George Gido
Wednesday May 20, 2009
8.00 AM Susan Curry
Req. by Marcy Sturdivant
Thursday May 21, 2009
8:00 AM Holy Cross Parish Family
7:00 PM Alan Chulick
Req. by Walt and Alice Federowicz
Friday May 22, 2009
8:00 AM Communion Service
Saturday May 23, 2009
5:30 PM Eugenia Hodas
Req. by Frank and Nancy Hodas
Sunday May 24, 2009
8:00 AM Holy Cross Parish Family
10:00 AM Irene Kissell
Req. by the Sachse Family
Readings for the Week of May 17
Sunday: Acts 10:2526,3435,4448/1 Jn 4:710/In 15:917
Monday: Acts 16:1115/Jn 15:2616:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:2234/Jn 16:511

Wednesday: Acts 17:15,2P18:1/Jn 16:1215

Thursday:  Acts 1:3211/Eph 1:1723 or Eph 4:113 or 4:%
7,11-:13/Mk 16:1520

Friday: Acts 18:918/Jn 16:223a

Saturday: Acts 18:2328/Jn 16:23k28

Next Sunday: Acts 1:1517,20a,20€26/1 Jn 4:1116/Jn 17:11b
19

Our sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of
Les Bishop
Requested by Rae Bishop

LAST SUNDAY®6S COLLECTI ON

CATHOLICS LEAVING THE CHURCH

Last S aFreTintedestdred an article on the large number of
Americans shifting from one denomination to another. It mentioned that
Catholics have been the largest group to switch to another denomination,
often to a church with a more evangelical and entertaining style of
worship. While | do not dispute the reality of this trend, | want to point
out some glaring omissions in the article. There was no real investigation
of the specific reasons that Catholics have left nor an opportunity for
Catholic leaders to comment on what is happening.

The article stated that Catholics have left the Church because of
disagreements with teachings or practices of the Church. That is a very
broad statement that, quite frankly, applies to every single person leaving
any religious denomination. Thus, the statement offers no real light on
the problem. My own experience and studies that | have read suggest
that Catholics leave for evangelical denominations (who do not celebrate
the Eucharist with much regularity) for the following reasons:

(1) They are not able to receive the Eucharist themselves in the
Catholic Church because they are not in a valid marriage;

(2) They are looking for a style of worship that involves less ritual
and instead stirs an emotional high, which is then interpreted as
religious experience.

(3) They want a denomination that has fewer rules and regulations.

(4) They interpret the Catholi
issues to be in conflict with something in their own lives
(e.g., use of birth control, engaging in sex outside of marriage,
struggling over family members or friends who are
homosexual, struggling over the role of women in the
Church, etc.).

| think it is important to note that there is often pain, hurt, and confusion
that underlie a personds choice t
Furthermore, while people may claim a certain issue as the reason behind
their leaving, this is often not their real issue. The real issue is often
something underneath that the person may or may not even be aware of.
Therefore, we ought not to judge those who have left, but we also cannot
Aifixo the situation without their
themselves and totally clear about the situation.

In the meantime, here are some things | think we all could consider:

Q) Try not to get entangled in i
comes to the Church. Each of us will have to struggle with
certain things the Church teaches. Thies not mean we have
to shuck the entire Catholic enterprise. Instead, the struggle
calls us to do a lot more praying and studying about the issue to
come to some honest assessment of the issue that is based on
accurate information and not assumptions.

(2) We cannot reduce religious experience to emotional highs.
While God does operate through emotions at times, genuine

religious experience is much more subtle and durable than the
highs and lows of emotions. Therefore, our worship should
not seek to entertain us but to engage us on a deeper level of
experience than feelings. It involves intellect, insight, and
imagination (not fantasy) in which we are able to recognize the
presence and power of God in the midst of the rituals of the
Church.

(3) We need to foster in ourselves and our children a deep
Eucharistic spirituality in which we ardently desire to fully,
consciously, and actively participate in the Eucharist each
week. Regardless of everything else, the Eucharist is really
what Catholicism is all about.

236/582 Adult Env. Received...........cccvveeeeeeennnns Average $24.04
29/257 Children Env. Received...........ccceeveeviveennnnnns Average $.64
Budgeted Average Weekly EXpense...........cccocceeeviinneen. $7,300.00
Actual Collection ($391.00 LOOSE) .....cceeevviiviviiieneeeninnns $5,673.70
DIffErENCE ... -$1,626.30
Year-To-Date Budget (45 weeks).......ccocvvvviieeeinnnnnn. $328,500.00
Actual Year-To-Date Collection...........c.ccevvvevivnnrernnnn. $318,480.99
Year-To-Date Difference .........coooovevveeeiiiiiii -$10,019.01
Catholic Services Appeal
H# RESPONSES ....coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee e 259
Total Amount Pledgedéeé. . soetemesesatherScott

Payments on Pledges .......cccccceeeiviiiiiiiie e $42,178.50
Balance Due on 2009 Pledges by 1/31/10 .................. $47,987.50



