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Unfortunately, our consumer driven society dictates the
terms of Christmas far more than the Church does. In
order to drive the economy, Christmas begins in the
marketplace in October (or even September).
Therefore, by the time we get to the actual religious
celebration in the Church, people have tired of all things
Christmas. But for the Church, the night of December
24™ is only the beginning of the Christmas Season, not
the signal that the end is near.

Please don’t pack away Christmas too soon. There are
important features of our faith that we savor and
celebrate throughout the Christmas Season, which does
not end until we have finished celebrating the Feast of
the Baptism of the Lord (which is January 9" this year).
The Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, which is the
traditional name for Christmas, honors our core belief
that God has become a human being like us in order to
save us from the broken human condition. Christmas
celebrates our faith in a God who loves us so much that
in Christ, God became emptied of divine glory in order
to become a humble human being who would suffer and
die for us, and then lead us to the promise of
resurrection. Since God cannot die and humans cannot
save themselves, our Savior had to become a human
while remaining God. That is Jesus Christ, born in
Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, crucified in Jerusalem,
risen from the dead and now present everywhere at all
times.

The Feast of the Nativity is followed by today’s Feast of
the Holy Family, which reminds us that God entered
the world in the context of a true human family, filled
with faith and confidence in God’s promises. The Holy
Family consists of a father and mother who completely

surrendered to God’s will for their lives and, thereby,
raised their son to be able to do the same thing when
later he is led to a Cross.

The Christmas Season continues with the significant
Feast of the Epiphany, which means “manifestation.”
On Epiphany, we celebrate that this Jewish child of a
Jewish family is also adored by strange visitors from
the east. They are magi, meaning they are pagan
Gentiles who dabble in astrology. Their act of
adoration reveals (manifests) that Jesus Christ is the
Savior of all people (Jews and Gentiles) and not just
some people. The star in the sky is an epiphany that
God has come to save the whole world from darkness
and sin.

Finally, the Christmas Season ends with the Feast of
the Baptism of the Lord. Even though this event
takes place in Jesus’ adult life, it completes the story
of his birth. When Jesus is baptized by John the
Baptist in the Jordan River, a voice from heaven
reveals his truest identity: “This is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased.” The child of Bethlehem
is now the adult Jesus revealed as the Son of God.
To him we are to give our undivided attention the rest
of the year as we listen to his word and seek to follow
his ways.

So do not end Christmas too soon, for the entire
Season of Christmas is meant to deepen in each
of us our awareness of who Christ is and what he
summons from our lives. Merry Christmas!

Father Scott

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2011

5:00 PM

PRESIDER: Fr. Scott Detisch Fr. Scott Detisch
LECTOR Dan & Robin Dewey
CO-ORD: Jim Terry Mike Borzon

EUCH. MINISTERS Kathy & Ed Malinowski,
Larry & Marcia Russell, Steve Wilson,

Patrick Timon, Bruce & Pat Stoltz

8:00 AM

Pat Davis, Craig Palmer

Colleen Borzon, Rosanne Tupek,
Chris & Tony DeSantis, Barb Mitcho,
Bob & Peg McCrarey,

Gretchen Prozan

10:00 AM

Fr. Scott Detisch
Don & Fran Buseck
Tim Healy, Melanie Lion

Chris Nerthling, Bruce & Siobhan Kobal,
Cindy Dropcho, Paul Duberow, John Folga,
Janine Guzolik, Jed Lion, Ann Moore,
Maurenn Schlegel

SERVERS: Daniel Dewey, Corbin Zitalone, Katie Michael, Jeremy Schroeck, Scott Nerthling, Shelby Folga,
Marah Zitalone, Calvin DePriest Ryan Facchine Andrew Millward, Aidan Douglas

MUSIC: Cantor Cantor Festival Choir

MINISTERS OF CARE; Levstek/Adams

NURSERY: Nursery is available at the 10:00 a.m. Mass only



HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
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1 Corinthians 13
(Christmas Version)

If | decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows,
strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls,
but do not show love to my family,

I’m just another decorator.

If | slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of
Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals
and arranging a beautifully adorned
table at mealtime,
but do not show love to my family,

I’'m just another cook.

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing
home, and give all that | have to charity,
but do not show love to my family,
it profits me nothing.

If | trim the spruce with shimmering angels and
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday
parties and sing in the choir’s cantata,
but do not focus on Christ,
| have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.
Love sets aside decorating to kiss
the husband or wife.

Love is kind, though harried and tired.
Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has
coordinated Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn’t yell at the kids
to get out of the way,
but is thankful they are there to be in the way.
Love doesn’t give only to those
who are able to give in return
but rejoices in giving to those who can't.

Love bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things.
love never fails.

Video games will break,
pearl necklaces will be lost,
golf clubs will rust.
but giving the gift of love will endure.
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1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now these three
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.”
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Submitted by Fran Buseck

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,

and Altar Servers the new Ministry
Schedules for the months of January,
February and March are available on-line.
There will also be a few hard copies available
in the Gathering Space for those without
computer access.

To view on- line:

e go to www.holycrossfairview.org

e Click on the Ministries link on the
homepage

e Click on appropriate ministry (either
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, or Altar
Servers )

FEAST OF THE
EPIPHANY
Household Blessing

TN

It is the custom of many Catholic households to bless
their homes on the Feast of the Epiphany. Next week
we will have packets of materials available for each
family containing a prayer and instructions for
blessing their own home. Pick up your packet in the
manger scene in the Gathering Space.

End-of-the-Year Tax Statement

- Annual contribution statements for 2010 will not

. be sent. If you should need a statement, please

f contact Joan at 474-2605, ext. 101 or e-mail her

. at resémt29@verizon.net and a statement will be :
: prepared for you. Thank you for your :
. understanding. We were able to save several

- hundred dollars in past years by not mailing

: statements to all contributors.

Daily Mass Intentions

We are in need of Mass intentions for several daily
Masses. If you would like to have a loved one or a
special intention remembered at our daily Masses,
please call the Parish office.

Due to an early bulletin deadline, collection
information for Sunday, Dec. 19 will be posted at a
later date.



%MOSS Intentions

Monday December 27, 2010
8:00 AM Edward Kubiak
Req. by Monica & John Fill
Tuesday December 28, 2010
8:00 AM Mary Simpson
Req. by John & Pat Timon
Wednesday December 29, 2010
8:00 AM Max Kramzer
Req. by Ron & Joan Kramzer
Thursday December 30, 2010
8:00 AM Communion Service
Friday December 31, 2010
8:00 AM Harold & Caroline Timon
Req. by John & Pat Timon
Saturday January 1, 2011
5:00 PM Barbara Mitcho-Hollibaugh
Req. by Mom & Dad
Sunday January 2, 2011
8:00 AM Evelyn Thumma
Req. by Wednesday Small Faith Group
10:00 AM Holy Cross Parish Family

Readings for the Week of December 26, 2010

Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt
2:13-15, 19-23

Monday: 1Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Tuesday: 1Jn 1:5---2:2/Mt 2:13-18

Wednesday: 1 .Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35

Thursday: 1Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40

Friday: 1Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Our sanctuary lamp will burn in memory of:
FRED ECKERT
Requested by John & Pat Timon
(If you wish to request that the sanctuary candle burn in

memory of a loved one or for some other special intention,
please call the office. Donation $10.00).

&) ; QUESTION OF THE WEEK
E Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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Child: How do you think Jesus felt about
Joseph and Mary after they finally returned
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK

Tue

OFFICE CLOSED DEC. 27 - DEC. 31

12/28 8:45 AM CAG Breakfast at Lorie’s
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Thanks to those who gave generously
to benefit the children of St. Martin’s Center
and the residents of Pleasant Ridge.

X |, X
= <. .+ Feastofthe Epiphany,
IS L January 1-2, 2011
Vigil Mass.......ccoviiiiiiiiiincceee 5:00 PM
Sunday Masses............... 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

January 1, 2011
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
is not observed as a holy day of obligation this
year. There will be no special Masses
that morning for the holy day.

Prayer Chain Coordinators,
Mary Czarnecki & Marie
Scicchitano would like to
express their gratitude to all the
members of the Prayer Chain

' %3
(2

OMW 2ot who are so committed to

praying on behalf of others in
need by lifting up specific requests, concerns &
emergency situations.

With grateful hearts,

Mary & Marie




(N erthlings

FACTORY
DEALER

Heating and Air Conditioning
“We Treat Your Home Like It's Our Own”

Since 1952 474-2881 www.nerthlings.com

<

tun to the experts
PA#8279

Mark’s Tire Service

SRELL! 7441 W. Lake Road s Fairview, PA 16415 ﬂnm-;
®  (814)474-3506 « (814) 474-3783 T m
AUTO « TRUCK « FARM « COMMERCIAL

BRIDGESTONE

Dan Dewey

PATITNTTING

Let us “detail” your home!

(814) 602-0888

BUSINESS MACHINES

COPY ® FAX ® PRINT ® SCAN ® POSTAGE ® MAILING
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

7374 West Ridge Road

474-4500 [

® DineIn
* Carry Out i A
e Delivery

&abo
z' 'Q' Hours: Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm; Sunday 2 pm - 8 pm
Minimum order of $5.00 for delivery

STROKE OR BRAIN INJURY...

Choose the only Hospital
In the region specializing in Rehabilitation.
We accept Medicaid, Medicare and most insurance.
We treat patients from NY, OH, PA and all across the nation.

HEALTHSOUTH,

Rehabilitation Hospital of Erie

The Joint Commission Center of Excellence.
25 vyears of success. Tour today and see for yourself.

For Admissions,
call (814) 878-1288

JosepH G. HUGAR, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
(814) 878-1200 joseph.hugar@healthsouth.com

Ruscitti & Decker
Auto Service, Inc.

PA Inspection | Emission Certified | A.S.E. Ceritifeid
Computer Diagnostics | Total Car Repair

“CHICO’S”

Sunday Breakfast

‘T. s e 8:00 am
e, Fairview, PA
814-833-2032 ‘
Bob Ruscitt 474-3243

William M. Wilcko, DMD, MS

BRACES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

6023 W. Ridge Rd., Fairview « 814-836-8000
6066 Peach St., Erie « 814-868-8679

e 6-8 Months Braces Available

Wilcko
N

e Free Consultations

o Interest-Free Payment Plans o No Referral Necessary

Heating

% and Drain

S Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated « Fully Licensed & Insured
20 Years Experience
774-4478

www.pilewskiplumbing.com

Pain Isn’t Natural!
CURE YOUR PAIN!

v Schauer Physical Therapy and Neuromuscular Massage
v Body by Wade Fitness Center - 24/7 v Massage v Silver Sneakers® Exercise Classes
v MEMBERSHIPS ONLY $25/Month

Welle-Tns Welcame

Come In For Your Free Evaluation!

Fairview’s Hallmark Gold Crown Store!
PLACE "

3912 Avonia Rd
Rt. 98
Fairview, PA
(814) 474-5413

X

M-F 9:30am-6pm
Sat 9:30-5pm
Sun 11am-5pm

474-WADE (9233

Funeral Homes and Crematory Inc.
A Famdy Tradition Since 1876

525 MAIN ST., EAST GIRARD

Peter J. Burton, Supervisor
Jerry E. Daivs, Funeral Director

814-774-3603

Send Flowers & a note to the family

@ www.burtonfuneralhomes.com

Also offering Pet Loss Services

include:

of care

It’s something we live and
feel every day. Our service

* 24 hour skilled nursing care
(licensed and certified staff)

* Skilled or intermediate level

* Rehabilitation services -
physical, occupational and

speech therapy
s .
. \:?, . %I)m/mlmnn Homes
(814) 838-4822 MANOR e u» ‘mu \fj\‘l ERY of LAKE ERIT
900 Manchester Road T for i
Fairview, PA 16415 (814) 314-1700

* Beautiful wooded setting

PARAGON PACKAGING @
PRODUCTS, INC.

P.O. Box 1+ 625 Beaver Rd. * Girard, PA 16417
814-774-9621 + 800-458-0425
Fax: 814-774-3689
+ Designers of Packaging Solutions
+ Manufacturers of Corrugated Products
« Distributors of Packaging Materials

* Outdoor patios and flower
gardens

* Unrestricted visiting hours

* Church services, Bible
study, Rosary

* Wide variety of organized

activities

Springfield
Monument Co.

E N

Cemetery Memorials

Last Date Engravings

1-800-729-3516
or 922-3596

Serucing our local area for
over 60 gears!

3-D-4-2 For Ad Information Call LPi Direct at 1-800-477-4574

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

(GANNON

UNIVERSITY

Believe in the possibilities.

www.gannon.edu ¢ (800)GANNON-U

It’s better to GIVE
than to receive

Need a place to buy a gift?

Find a business that
supports your communit b
at SeekAndFind.com | 8¢ e

BEECHWOOD RESTAURANT/BAR & GRILL
6401 Gorski Road * Fairview, PA 16415
814-833-0527
Come join us for our $2.99 Breakfast!
Every Sunday 8 am til' Noon
Lunches served starting at 11am
Friday and Saturday Night Fish Fry
All you can eat for only $8.99

(I Thomas M. Gido
BANKER REAITOR®

SELECT,REALTORS"
814-838-2299 x253 Business
814-838-7887 Fax
814-602-8300 Mobile
tgido@eriemoves.com + www.tomgido.com
4664 West 12th Street, Erie, PA 16505

www.4LPi.com -H}

Open all winter! == Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. =
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